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As you read the texts in this book, you will be asked
to use certain skills, such as paraphrasing, summa-
rizing, making inferences, and determining the
main idea. Here are some strategies that may help
you work with the skills that are presented.

Paraphrasing A paraphrase is a summary in
which the author’s ideas are restated in the reader’s
own words. Paraphrasing is a good way to check
your understanding; if you can state someone else’s
ideas in your own words, then you have understood
what you read.

Summarizing is similar to paraphrasing. While
paraphrasing is retelling a story in your own words,
summarizing is retelling the most important infor-
mation or details of a text.

After you have read a story, for example, practice
retelling it to a partner. Before you retell it, make a
checklist of the things to include in the retelling,
such as title, setting, main characters and their rela-
tionship to each other, main events, conflict, and res-
olution of the conflict.

Making inferences As readers, we make infer-
ences when we combine information in the text with
what we already know in order to understand things
the writer has not stated directly. Understanding a text
or story well enough to be able to make such connec-
tions can be a matter of reading the text several times,
focusing each time on what you didn’t understand
with the previous reading. Here are some steps that
may help.

1. Read the text one time through, rate your under-
standing on a scale of 1–10, and write down any
questions you have. Discuss your questions with a
partner and see if he or she understood some
things that you did not.

2. Read the text again, rate your understanding,
and see if you find the answers to some of your 
questions.

3. If you still have questions, read the text a third
time, rate your understanding, and discuss any
remaining questions with your partner.

Determining the main idea The main
idea is what the writer wants readers to remember
about the topic—the message, opinion, insight, or 
lesson that is the focus or key idea of the text. Some-
times the main idea is directly stated; at other times, it
is implied.

One way to figure out the main idea is to break the
reading into small chunks, and then decide what one
word conveys the message of that chunk. Discuss
your decisions with a partner or small group. Your
group may come to a consensus about what the most
important word is.

Finding the most important word in each of the pas-
sages, and putting all of these words together, will
help you figure out the most important word, and
thought, of the entire passage.

There are many other strategies that will help you
develop the skills you need to become a good reader.
As a general rule, re-reading a text and breaking it
down into smaller pieces will make it easier to use
these skills.
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Do you remember everything you learned last year?
It’s easy to forget your Spanish when you don’t use it
for a while. Here are some tips to help you in Spanish
class this year.

¡Escucha!
When someone else is speaking, ask yourself what
that person is saying. Listen for specific words or
phrases that either support or do not support your
guess. If you don’t hear or understand a word, don’t
panic or give up. Try to figure out its meaning from
the sentences that follow it.

¡Habla!
Have you ever tried to say something in English, but
then you forgot a certain word? Chances are you did
not let that stop you. You simply thought of another
way of saying the same thing. Use that same trick
when speaking Spanish.

With a classmate, practice short conversations on
topics you learned about last year. If you can’t
remember how to say something in Spanish, look in
the glossary or ask someone, “¿Cómo se dice...?” You
can also try using words you do know or gestures to
explain what you mean.

¡Lee!
Sometimes you might feel anx-
ious when you read in Spanish,
because understanding the entire
text seems to be an overwhelm-
ing task. One easy way to reduce
this anxiety is to break the read-
ing up into parts. With the read-
ing divided into small sections,
you can focus all your attention
on one section at a time.

If you look up specific words or phrases in an English-
Spanish dictionary, be careful about choosing the
meaning. Many words can have several different mean-
ings in English or in Spanish. Be sure to look closely at
the context, if one is given, before choosing a word.

¡Escribe!
Before you begin writing, organize your ideas. Write
a sentence that states the main ideas. Then choose
the details that support them. List them in an order
that makes sense to you. After you have listed all of
your ideas, you can write about the ones that appeal
to you most.

One way to make the task of writing easier is to make
sure you know most of the words you will need to
use. With a classmate, make a list of the words you
will probably need to complete your task. Then look
up the words you don’t know in the dictionary. Look
at the charts in the back of this book to refresh your
memory on important grammar points.

Learning a foreign language is like any other long-
term project, such as getting into shape or taking up
a new sport: it will take some time to see the results
you want. Remember, knowing another language is a
valuable asset, and you’ve already come a long way.
Keep up your Spanish and . . . ¡Exprésate!
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